108                         SHORT STORIES
good bargain to tolerate one violent beating of
the mouth on this day by way of composition for
a whole year.    So in our village  we youngsters
would  go from  house to  house  and  beat our
mouths with tremendous vigour to get out all the
old baskets and sieves and mats and brooms and
other things which were of  no use or almost of
no use to the household.    Boys now feel shy to
raise the voice and beat the mouth.   They collect
also much less rubbish than we used to do.   Of
course,  you  may,   if  you  like,  gather together
quantities of dried cow-dung and fuel to make a
bonfire but that means cost.    What is more, the
bonfire of the Holi feast is not to be made of
things  which  can be really used in the house as
fuel.    Except for a little show and for mischief
we never put into the bonfire stack anything that
could be really used.
To the eclat that resulted from a huge stack
of rubbish was added in the last few years when
I took part in the festival in our village, a remark-
able vow which our Savitramma then observed.
The vow was this. The morning after the bonfire
Savitramma would come and sit beside the ashes
and we would throw some of the ashes upon her
and go round her beating our mouths. Then we
would distribute the food which had been conse-